BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall

 on Monday, 11th March, 2013 at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:

J Cartwright (Chair)



P Cousins


D Drury


A Guttridge


R Lindsay


R Lester


R Taylor


N Tye

Also Present:
PCSO J Fudge (Suffolk Constabulary)


Councillor J Pembroke (Suffolk County Council)



D Blackburn (Clerk)


The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present. 

C183/12/13
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors David Dempsey and Councillor Desmond Keane (Babergh District Council). 
C184/12/13
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
Councillor Guttridge declared a non-pecuniary interest as an officer of Suffolk County Council.

C185/12/13
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were none.

C186/12/13
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


The minutes of the meeting held on 11th February, 2013 were proposed by Councillor Tye, seconded by Councillor Cousins and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
C187/12/13
POLICE REPORT
PCSO Fudge reported that only one crime had been committed during the period 9th February, 2013 to 9th March, 2013. There had been a Police Roadshow in the village and a further Roadshow would be held later in the year. PCSO Fudge indicated that future events would probably be held on Sundays for operational reasons, most notably because of the availability of the Roadshow stand and equipment. Councillors asked for greater notice of future events. PCSO Fudge indicated that a request for a further enforcement session to support Community Speedwatch would be considered by the Police.

C188/12/13
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

Councillor Keane had submitted his apologies and so there was no report on this occasion. 

C189/12/13  SKATE PARK
The Chairman and Clerk reported jointly that tenders had been received and opened for the Skate Park Project. 

It was AGREED: 

a. That the Evaluation Panel, comprising Councillors Cartwright, Guttridge, Lester and Taylor shall prepare a report for consideration by the Council on the tenders received; and

b. That an extraordinary meeting of the Council shall be convened, if necessary, to enable the appointment of a supplier at the earliest opportunity.

C190/12/13
KINGS PIGHTLE PARK

The Council considered proposals for maintenance and improvements to the Kings Pightle Pocket Park.


It was AGREED: 

a. That approval be given to the allocation of £300 from the Conservation Fund for materials for the Board Walk and £50 for repairs (subject to endorsement of the drawing down of funds for these purposes by the Kings Pightle Committee);

b. That it be noted that the works would be undertaken by Councillors Taylor and Lester, free of charge, but that help from the local community would be appreciated; and

c. That the grounds maintenance contract with EFMS Ltd for Kings Pightle be extended for a further year (2013/14) and that a review of all maintenance contracts shall be undertaken in October/November 2013.

C191/12/13  SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL

Councillor Pembroke reported on the commitment given by the majority group of the County Council that it would not increase Council Tax over the four year term of the Council following the 2013 County Council elections. However, this would require savings in excess of £150 million per year which would be challenging, particularly if there was a significant increase in inflation. May Gurney had been confirmed as the preferred bidder for the highways contract although customers should not see any real changes in service arising from the change in contractor. Following the discussions held at the last Parish Council meeting, Councillor Pembroke was glad to confirm that £700 had been allocated from his locality budget to support improvements at the Bildeston Primary School. In response to concerns raised about the standard of local roads, Councillor Pembroke responded that there had been positive feedback received after the last round of repairs to potholes and he anticipated that further repairs would be undertaken shortly to remedy the problems caused by the recent bad weather.

C192/12/13 SPEEDWATCH AND TRAFFIC CALMING UPDATE
Councillor Tye reported that two Speedwatch sessions that had been undertaken that week. There had been 389 and 284 vehicles monitored respectively during those periods and a total of 5 vehicles had been found to be exceeding 36mph. Further monitoring sessions were planned for later in the month. 
The recruitment of two volunteers from Hitcham would enable 2 monitoring sessions to be organised in Hitcham later in the month. The mobile VAS had been procured and launched in Hadleigh on 20th February, 2013. Councillor Lindsay agreed to assist with putting out signage and charging the equipment’s battery overnight to assist VAS operations. The County Council had not yet confirmed whether or not it could meet a timescale of the end of May/early June for the installation of gateway treatments at the major entrances to the village. The Clerk would pursue the deployment of the mobile VAS in the village with the County Council. It was noted that Councillor Lindsay had not received a response from the County Council’s Cabinet Member for Roads and Transport regarding the consideration by the County Council of the possible introduction of a 20mph speed limit in the village.
It was AGREED: That the update be received and the positive contribution being made by Community Speedwatch be noted.
 .C193/12/13  SPORTSFIELD UPDATE
Councillor Drury summarised the main points raised at a meeting between representatives of the Football Club, Tennis Club and Parish Council regarding the use and maintenance of the Sportsfield. The Annual General Meeting of the Sportsfield Committee would be held on Tuesday, 16th April, 2013 and Councillor Drury would produce an article for “The Bugle” to publicise it. Members of the Parish Council recognised the need for the village to support the Sportsfield, however, this had to be reconciled with the proper use of Council funds. It was hoped that local parishioners would come forward to join the Sportsfield Management Committee and assist in broadening its use in making it financially sustainable.

It was AGREED: 
a. That the update be noted; and
b. That the Council’s records should be updated to recognise its role as custodian trustee of the Sportsfield.

C/194/12/13  CLERK’S REPORT


The Clerk had referred to “The Bugle”, a request received from ITV1’s “Secret Dealers” for participants for forthcoming episodes of the TV programme.

C/195/12/13 ASSURANCE OF RISK MANAGEMENT AND INTERNAL CONTROL MEASURES

The Council reviewed the adequacy of its Risk Management and Internal Control Measures. It was good practice, and indeed a requirement in presenting the Annual Return of Accounts for audit, that the Council reviewed the arrangements that it had in place. The Clerk reported upon the Council’s systems and procedures including Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, preparation of the Budget and determination of the Precept, Banking arrangements, Insurance (including Fidelity Guarantee) and Reserves. The findings of the External and Internal Auditors following the 2011/12 audits were also considered.
It was AGREED:

a. That the Council has reviewed its risk management and internal control measures and considers that they are adequate in safeguarding public assets and public funds within the stewardship of the Parish Council;

b. That the appointment of David Blackburn as Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer be formally recorded;

c. That the Council shall seek to use the Unity Trust Current Account for general fund purposes and the Barclays Savings Account for designated funds from 1st April, 2013; and
d. That an assessment be undertaken in the early part of 2013/14 of short term investment products that are available to achieve a better return on funds held by the Council whilst ensuring that there are appropriate levels of liquidity to meet liabilities.
C196/12/13   MATTERS CONSIDERED AT A PREVIOUS MEETING


The Chairman had met with a member of the local community who had raised concerns about hunt incursions on private property in the village. The matter was noted by the Council.

The Clerk indicated that acknowledgements had been received from various bodies to the issues that had been raised at the previous meeting and he would press for action ahead of the next meeting.
C197/12/13 AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS

It was AGREED: That the following payments be made:

	Payee and Service


	Cheque Number
	Amount

	Eastern Facilities Management
Kings Pightle Hedge Flailing
	101441
	£182.40

	Babergh District Council
Litter and Dog Bin Emptying
	101442
	£407.62

	Astutium Ltd
Domain Renewal
	101443
	£27.54

	Jo Cartwright
Equipment/Stationery for Public Meeting
	101444
	£130.72

	David Blackburn

Clerk’s Payment
	101445
	£226.20

	David Blackburn

Clerk’s Expenses
	101446
	£7.20

	A K Biggs

Legal Fees
	101447
	£120.00

	HMRC

PAYE
	101448
	£147.20

	Suffolk County Council

Kings Pightle Tourist Sign
	101449
	£75.00

	Neville Tye

Reimbursement for High Visibility Jackets
	101450
	£71.96


(Note: The cheque for Suffolk County Council would be issued if deemed necessary to enable the application to be processed. The Clerk also referred to 2 additional claims for reimbursement of expenses which were pending relating to Minute 203/12/13 below).
C198/12/13
APPROVAL OF REVISED BANKING ARRANGEMENTS
It was noted that the revision of banking arrangements had been considered earlier in the meeting (Minute 195/12/13 refers).
C199/12/13  PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation


There were none to be considered.



Planning Appendix B

Determined by Babergh District Council


There were none that had been determined since the last meeting.


It was AGREED: 
a. That the Clerk requests the District Councillor for Bildeston to call in any application where an objection has been lodged by the Parish Council; and
b. That the Clerk investigates the cost and implications of developing a Neighbourhood Plan for the village and circulates information to all Members of the Parish Council.

C200/12/13  MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

· Councillor Guttridge reported that he had sought the views of the Village Hall Management Committee to provide feedback for the District Council’s Community Consultation exercise. An issue had been raised about substantial amounts of water flowing down the road from near the new development on Wattisham Road which he had reported to the relevant authority. Councillor Drury had also sought the views of the Ladies Club for the same Community Consultation exercise. 

· Councillor Cousins reported that a request had been received from local residents for a toddler swing to be installed on the playground on Rotheram Road, Councillors felt that the equipment at the site was rather sparse and the Clerk was requested to liaise with the District Council and ask for the District Council’s views.

C201/12/13  PUBLIC SESSION


There were no matters raised.

C202/12/13  EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC  



It was AGREED: That by virtue of the provision of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
C203/12/13 
LEGAL ADVICE

Further to Minute 182/12/13, the Chairman provided a further update on the work being undertaken in connection with the estate of a former parishioner. 

It was AGREED: That the actions taken be endorsed.

The meeting closed at 9.19pm

Notice is given that the next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled to be held in Chamberlin Hall on Monday, 8th April, 2013 at 7.30pm. The Annual Parish Meeting is scheduled to be held on Monday, 22nd April, 2013 at 7.30pm (subject to confirmation at the next Parish Council meeting).
Chairman ………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………….
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